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MEP’s call to bring
homes up to scratch

B By Nick Tarver

A GREEN Party MEP who visited the
empty homes and squats along Bowes
Road in New Southgate has urged
Transport for London to develop them
to a high environmental specification as
quickly as possible.

Jean Lambert, who represents Lon-
don in the European Parliament, said
the empty homes posed an excellent
opportunity to increase housing in an
environmentally friendly way.

Almost 300 houses along the road
were purchased by the Highways
Agency 40 years ago as part of a
scheme to widen the North Circular
Road into a three-lane carriageway.

This plan never went ahead and hun-
dreds of three-bed semis were left to rot,
with many taken over by squatters.

In 2000 the houses were transferred
to TfL, but Ken Livingstone refused a
£500million scheme, opting for a
slimmed-down version. This has been
backed by new mayor Boris Johnson.

Ms Lambert said: “It’s such a mixture
of houses — some have obviously had a
lot of work and attention and others are
Icft absolutely derelict. These need to be
brough back into use.

“From 2 green perspective. the ones
1 looked at are 2 valuable stock of fam-
ily housing, which can be transformed
10 a high green spec.”

Green Party activist Laura Davenport,

Derelict: Green Party MET Jean Lambert is urging TfL to develop the
empty homes and squats along Bowes Road to a high standard

who is campaigning for a regeneration
of the Bowes Road area, has welcomed
the visit.

She said: “We are certain there are at
Ieast 200 homes that are either empty or
derelict. We’ve tried to address the
issue with Enfield Council but they
have ignored us.

“We have tried to address it with the
GLA, Ken Livingstone and Boris John-
son, and again the same thing has hap-
pened. So now we’ve gone to the next
tier of government, the European Parlia-
ment, and fortunately Jean has taken an
interest in the issue.”
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