NATURE FOR PEOPLE - A BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN FOR ENFIELD
A RESPONSE FROM ENFIELD GREEN PARTY.
Consultation Point 1  “Do you agree with the aims and objectives of the Enfield BAP?”  
EGP response:  Enfield Council should be identifying, reducing and removing threats to biodiversity.  

· Is all so called “development” of the built environment and infrastructure really necessary?  For example did we really need the extension to the Enfield Town Palace Gardens Shopping Centre?

· Are the farming practices used in the north west of the Borough in line with protecting and enhancing biodiversity?

Broadly we support the aims and objectives; talk, however, is cheap.  The real issue is the Council’s commitment to its biodiversity objectives and that depends on their relative priority, i.e. on the Council’s willingness to sacrifice competing objectives, on the one hand economic development and the provision of housing, with on the other, maintaining biodiversity. In so many cases biodiversity loses out to economics – that’s why it’s threatened. The plan needs to satisfy us that the Council has recognised and made commitments to address this conflict.

Consultation Point 2  “Do you think there any other functions that the partnership should undertake?”

EGP response:  Enfield Council should discourage or even forbid business, industry, travel and lifestyle activities which endanger biodiversity.

· Businesses and industry should discourage unnecessary consumption and transportation of goods including food.

· Employers should adopt policies that will reduce their employees need to travel both to and from work and as part of their work, especially by car. 

· Enfield Council should encourage lifestyle activities which allow residents to appreciate biodiversity without endangering it. 
Consultation Point 3  “Based on the criteria described above, are there any other habitats that you think need to have an action plan in Enfield?”

EGP response:  Additional habitats which should be included:

· Gardens.  Gardens comprise a large fraction of all land in the borough and are a major biodiversity resource.  Examples are fruit trees/orchards, vegetable plots and trees in general some of which provide a wide range of birds with food and places to roost. Public gardens and parks should be protected and enhanced.  Householders should be encouraged to adopt practices that favour biodiversity.

· Appropriately managed railway embankments can support biodiversity.

· Allotments.  Use of these should be encouraged.  Abandoned allotments should be reallocated.  

· Advice should be available to encourage best use of these habitats.  This could usefully be integrated with a Council Food Policy which encourages the growing of food.

Consultation Point 4  “Based on the criteria described above, are there any other species that you think need to have an action plan in Enfield?”

EGP response:  

· Surprisingly there is no mention of bees in the document.
Consultation Point 5  “Do you agree with these cross cutting themes and the related objectives?”

EGP response:  The 27 objectives are worthwhile but the themes are not defined clearly enough.

· What will identifying, ensuring, facilitating, supporting, seeking and exploring amount to?  

· The terms deliver and establish appear only once each!

· The objectives need to be considerably more hard-hitting.
Consultation Point 6  “Are there any actions that should be omitted or any further actions that should be included in this list?”

EGP response:  

· Investigate the current farming practices in the north west of the Borough with a view to stopping any practices which harm biodiversity.

· Examine recent and future potential development proposals to assess whether they are really necessary in the light of the threats to biodiversity.

· Adopt a small number of biodiversity metrics (e.g. number of species, value of ecosystem services) and (i) commit to quantified improvements in these metrics over the periods 2011 to 2013 and 2013 to 2015 and (ii) report their values annually.
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